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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 
^ — ^1) A method of providing a graphical user interface, said method comprising: 

providing an initial configuration of said graphical user interface for use by a user; 

configuring a subsection of said graphical user interface so as to allow said user to 

v 4 reconfigure thee shape of said subsection during use by said user. 

\ 

6 2) A method of formatting a graphical user interface, said method comprising: 

7 providing \ graphical user interface; 

8 defining a subsection of said graphical user interface; and 

9 designating said subsection of said graphical user interface as reconfigurable, so that 

10 during use said user casn reconfigure said subsection without reconfiguring the entire 

1 1 graphical user interface\ 
^ 12 

; 3 13 3) The metnod as described in claim 2 and further comprising: 

m 14 designating only said subsection of said graphical user interface as reconfigurable so 

15 that during use said user can reconfigure only said subsection without reconfiguring the 

\ s ni 1 6 remainder of saidWaphical user interface. 

\ "* 17 \ 

1 f 18 4) The method as described in claim 2 and further comprising: 

I:* 19 defining a maximum expansion size limit for said subsection. 

^iR 20 \ 

0^ 3^21 5) The method as described in claim 4 and further comprising: 
^ 22 utilizing a height of smd subsection to define said maximum expansion size limit of 

(L^ 23 said subsection. \ 

24 \ 

25 6) The method as described in claim 4 and further comprising: 

26 utilizing a width of said subsection to define said maximum expansion size limit of 

27 said subsection. \ 

28 \ 

29 7) The method as described in claim 2 and further comprising: 

30 defining a minimum compression si;ke limit for said subsection. 

31 \ 

32 8) The method as described in claim 7 and further comprising: 
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33 utilizing a heigntof said subsection to define said minimum compression size limit of 

34 said subsection. \ 

35 \ 

36 9) The method as described in claim 7 and further comprising: 

37 utilizing a width of said sulWction to define said minimum compression size limit of 

38 said subsection. \ 

4L/^ allowihg^aid user to expand the entire graphical user interface; 

expanding saialt^ection in a manner proportional to said expansion of said entire 
43^ ^aphical user interface; and 

44 discontinuing expanison of saidsubse^tion at a predetermined boundary for said 

45 subsection while continuing to expand said remaimtef^^fsaid graphical user interface. 

46 * 

47 11) The method as described in claim 2 and further comprising: 

48 designating a plurality of subsections of said graphical user interface as 

49 reconfigurable, so that durmg use said user can reconfigure at least one of said plurality of 
0 subsections without reconfiguring the entire graphical user interface. 

52 12) The method as described in claim 2 and further comprising: 

53 allowing said user to relocateVsaid subsection within the graphical user interface. 

54 \ 

55 13) The method as described in claim 2 and further comprising: 

56 allowing said user to define spatial ndes for said subsection. 

58 14) A method of formatting a graphical user interface, said method comprising: 
providing a graphical user interface; 
W^f defining a subsection of said graphical user interface; 

61 I designating said subsection of said graphical user interface as non-reconfigurable, so 

62 that during use said user can reconfigure the remainder of said graphical user interface 

63 without reconfiguring s^id subsection of said graphical user interface. 

64 \ 

65 15) The method as described in claim 14 and further comprising: 
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66 designating only said aubsection of said graphical user interface as non-reconfigurable 

67 so that during use said user caAreconfigure only the remainder of said graphical user 

68 interface without reconfiguring said subsection of said graphical user interface. 

69 \ 

<r^T70 16) The method as described in clami 14 and further comprising: 
\^ Vl designating a plurality of subsections of said graphical user interface as non- 
72 reconfigurable, so that during use said riser can reconfigure the remainder of said graphical 

73 user interface without reconfiguring saidVlurality of subsections of said graphical user 

74 interface. ' \ 

75 \ 

76 17) The method as described in claim 14 and mrther comprising: 

77 allowing said user to reconfigure the remainder of said graphical user interface while 

78 retaining said subsection in a fixed location relative to a reference point. 
i 79 \ 

80 18) The method as described in claim 14 and further comprising: 
Hi 81 allowing said user to define spatial rules for the remainder of said graphical user 



82 interface. \ 

83 \ 
) A method ofYormatting a graphical user interface, said method comprising: 

providing aWaphical user interface; 
designating aWbsection of said graphical user interface; 



87 defining spatiaKproperties of said subsection; 

88 permitting a usento reconfigure said graphical user interface while retaining said 

89 spatial properties of said subsection. 
90 

91 20) The method as described in claim 19 wherein sjatfspatial properties apply to a trademark 

92 within said graphical user interface. X 

94 21) The method as descnWd m claim 20 wherein said spatial properties apply to a trade 

95 dress of said graphical user interfaces 

96 / 

97 22) The method as described/in claim 21 wherein said spatial properties apply to a copyright 

98 of said graphical user interface. 

99 / 
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* 



100 23) The method as described in clamj>^2 \jdferein said spatial properties apply to the look 

101 and feel of the graphical user interface,/ 
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